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“Kettering" 

Rendham  Road, 
Saxmundham. 

September  8th,  1947 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1946, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halesworth  Urban  District 
Council . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  the  Year  1946 
on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 

I am, 

Y0ur  obedient  servant, 

\7.M.  BURNS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  (Legitimate) 
Lirths  (Illegitimate) 


Stillbirths . 


Deaths . 


Total  Male  Female 
29  17  12 

4 3 1 


2-2 


Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  esti 
mated  resident 
population. 

16.32 

(England  & v^ales) 
(19.1) 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (Live  & 
Still)  births. 
57.1 


31  18 


13 


Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  esti 
mated  resident 
populati on. 

15.33 

(England  & '^ales  ) 
( 11.5) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  8c  30 
of  the  Regis trar -General ' s Short  List):- 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

No.  29 

Puerperal  & Pos t-obortive 

Nil 

total  (Live  & 

sepis . 

Still)  births. 

Nil 

No.  30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Death 

Rate  of  Infants  under  one 

year  ° - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  30.30 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  34„4l' 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  E:'  1 


Dec 

iths  from  Cancer 

(all  ages) 

6 

it 

Meas les 

ii 

Nil 

it 

^/hooping 

Cough  11 

Nil 

it 

Diarrhoea 

, (under  2 years  of  age). 

Ni  1 

GEHERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  1107 

Regi s trar -General  ’ s estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1946) 

2022 

Ho  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946)  671 

Rateable  value  £10926 

Sum  represented  by  a 


penny  rate 


£42 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  Public  Health  Officers. 

Ho  change, 

2.  Laboratory  facilities. 

These  are  available  at  the  County  Laboratory, Bond  Street, 
Ipswich  except  for  the  chemical  analysis  of  water  which  is  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr  W.Lincolne  Sutton  of  Norwich. 

3.  Ambulance  facilities. 

The  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Lowestoft  Isolation  Hospital  is 
available  for  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  Urban  District  is 
covered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Scheme  and  is  primarily  served  by 
the  ambulance  belonging  to  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society. 

4.  The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  and  School  Medical  Services,  also  the  Tuberculosis  and 
Venereal  Disease  Schemes. 


CATER . 

The  town  water  supply  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and,  so  far, 
in  quantity.  Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  need  for  a 
larger  supply  when  the  sewerage  scheme  is  completed. 

No  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  water  is  permanently  chlorinated  and  has  no  plumbo-solven t 
ac  ti on. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  contamination.  Mater  is 
supplied  direct  to  625  houses,  estimated  by  the  Mater  Engineer  to 
have  a population  of  about  2,000.  There  is  no  supply  through 
s tandpipes , 

SEWERAGE. 

Preparations  were  being  made  during  the  year  for  the 
sewerage  scheme  upon  which  work  has  now  actually  started. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Under  this  act  orders  were  issued  for  the  cleansing  of 
sanitary  conveniences. 
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I 1'TFEC  TI OUS  DISEASE 


There  v as  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  8ept ember,  9 people 
being  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  I ones  toft.  Apparently 
the  infection  was  picked  up  outside  the  district  by  an  unimmun- 
ised infant  who  had  a moderately  severe  attack.  Other  branches  of 
the  family  became  involved  but  the  disease  was  mild.  Four  had 
the  organism  without  symptoms  while  another  was  finally  diagnosed 
as  tonsillitis.  Three  of  these  cases  were  children  under  five  - 
all  unimmunised.  I am  grateful  to  the  hospital  authorities  for 
their  co-operation  in  treating  these  patients  for  scabies. 

The  only  other  cases  notified  were  two  adults  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  was  one  death  from  this  disease 
during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  HTTJHISATIOH. 


During  the  yea,r  27  children  under  5 and  2 over  that  age  were 
treated.  Also  285  children  who  had  been  treated  previously 
were  given  a reinforcement  dose  to  raise  their  immunity. 


